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Agriculture

COLUMBIA: The Farmers who Abandoned Coca for Cocoa
Oct. 2009 – Chocaguan Amazonica, a small, peasant-run alternative crop company, started in the midst of Columbia’s cocaine boom and civil war. This year they celebrate their 15th anniversary. The farming community composed of 115 members, produces chocolate from cocoa beans in the southern Colombian province of Caqueta. Twenty years ago, a Catholic priest by the name of Giacinto Franzoi launched a crusade around the region promoting alternative crop farming. His slogan was “No to drugs, yes to rubber and cocoa”. For years, the main product in Remolino del Caquan was coca. The crop grew in popularity in the 1980’s and became extremely popular and lucrative. They set up operations in remote parts of the country away from regulation and government. However in 1988 anti-narcotics forces destroyed one out of the twenty drug labs in the area. Government began cracking down on production and this left people out of jobs and homes. Many fled to surrounding cities to the slums. A Remolina Parish priest began holding meetings in the area for growers about alternative crops. This later became registered as the Committee of Cocoa Growers and the Chocaguan Company. This is when they began producing chocolate. Once production grew, they started to acquire machinery and eventually moved operations to the nearby town of Remolina. Today, their chocolate is sold in Caqueta as well as neighboring provinces, the French international hypermarket Carrefour, and health food shops. The growers have plans to move processing operations to the nearby town of Cartegena del Chaira. This would cut costs, reduce the transportation risks of the river war zone, and facilitate commercial expansion. Every 6 months, Chocaguan holds “field days” to catch up on environment news and techniques for farming. Around 70% of growers implement the ideas that are discussed. 

Source – IPS
Forest

ARGENTINA: Three South American Countries Promise to Halt Deforestation 
OCT. 20 2009 – Brazil, Argentina, and Paraguay announced a joint plan to establish protected zones in the Atlantic Forest in efforts to halt deforestation by 2020.  Leaders from these countries met at the World Forestry Congress and expressed their commitment to "net zero deforestation" — meaning their total amount of forest land would remain stable by that date. "We plan to maintain over 1 million hectares (3,860 square miles) of forest intact, which will protect the areas from being cleared for farming or any other industrial purposes," said Gov. Maurice Closs of the Argentine province of Misiones. “The Atlantic Forest, home to the famous Iguazu falls and numerous plant and animal species, is one of the most endangered rainforests in the world. Only about 7 percent of the once 500,000 square kilometers (193,000 square miles) of forest land remains and is fast disappearing largely because of land clearing for agriculture”. According the WWF (World Wildlife Fund) and the Conservation Society, deforestation accounts for about 20% of greenhouse gas emissions. "The most immediate way to prevent climate change is to stop deforestation," said Rodney Taylor, international forest director for the World Wildlife Fund.
Source – Yahoo! News

ARGENTINA: The Size of Thirty Six Football Fields is Deforested Every Minute 
Oct. 22 2009 – “The equivalent of 36 football fields are being stripped from the world's forests each minute,” the environmental group World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) said in a statement. The WWF presented these figures to the UN-organized World Forestry Congress in Buenos Aires. Rodney Taylor underlined the significance of reducing deforestation in maintaining our planet’s health. They stressed that their mission was not to eradicate deforestation completely, but rather compensation for renewal incentives. Argentina has seen massive eradication of forests in the north and central parts of its country due to lucrative soja crops. According to Greenpeace and Argentina’s Forest Life Foundation, only 30% of its original forests are left today. The WWF wants countries to start setting goals to reduce greenhouse gas emission by 40% by 2020. 

Source – Yahoo! News

Climate Change

BRAZIL: Latin America Explores Options for Long-Term Climate Investments
OCT. 19 2009 – High level officials are looking at experts to explore options for long term climate investments.  At the first day of the meeting Climate Financing and Long-Term National Development Planning in Ibero-America, more than sixty governmental authorities along with representatives from the private sector and international organizations gathered to discuss climate change and ways of financing new green technologies. They discussed the roles of banks and other financing institutions that could help in these efforts. “Climate change is the defining human development challenge of the 21st century…We have to work in partnership so countries can prepare themselves for the Copenhagen Conference of the Parties and beyond.” said Veerle Vandeweerd, director of UNDP’s Environment and Energy Group.  “It is critical that Latin America countries discuss financing barriers and the nature of financial instruments to orient public and private investments for mitigating and adapting to climate change as well as how to access current and new multilateral funds to face climate change,” said Juan Pablo Bonilla, coordinator of IDB’s Sustainable Energy and Climate Change Unit. “Finance, development and environment ministers have a crucial role to play: they will need to have pragmatic and comprehensive frameworks to catalyze climate investments with resources from international financial mechanisms – and they will also need to reinforce national budgetary planning.”
Source – United Nations Development Programme 

ARGENTINA: How Eco-Friendly is Natural Gas?

OCT. 22 2009 – Gas companies have started promoting natural gas as an alternative energy source as part of the solution to climate change. Some experts however are saying that it is still a harmful contribution to global warming and is only slightly better than oil or coal. Methane is a component of natural gas and when heated, carbon-dioxide is released into the air causative to the green house effect. It is among the cleanest of fossil fuels though people say it’s still not in the same league as renewable energy. Roberto Brandt, chair of the coordinating committee of the International Gas Union (IGU), insisted that natural gas is an abundant and growing resource that is 25-30 percent less polluting than oil and its by-products, and 45-50 percent cleaner than coal and its derivatives. Natural gas would be a good advancement for some countries, while others it would be a regression. In Brazil, for instance, where hydroelectric plants provide close to 80 percent of the country's energy, replacing them with natural gas fired plants would be a step backward. In China or the United States, on the other hand, where most electricity comes from coal fired thermal plants, natural gas would be a step in the right direction.  

Source – IPS 
ARGENTINA: Climate Change Just One Factor in Coastal Erosion

OCT. 14 2009 – "All of the deltas in the world are on the way to disappearing," except for the one formed where the Paraná River runs into the Río de la Plata (River Plate) estuary, said Codignotto, who sat on the IPCC from 1999 to 2007 and has spent years studying Argentina's coastal areas. "By deforesting the Yungas jungle, in the northwest, in order to grow soybeans, the Bermejo River continues to generate more sediment that ends up in the delta. If that continues, in 2050 the delta will extend to Buenos Aires, and it will be polluted," he said. The Argentinean coast in general has been affected by erosion over the past few decades due to an increase of the Earth’s surface. This causes anticyclones (areas of slowly rotating high atmospheric pressure) which move towards the poles causing storms that used to not exist in the south. This is causing stronger currents along the coast and therefore erosion. 

Pollution is another factor affecting the coast. By 2025, 85% of the world population will be living in coastal areas and will be affected by this. A 1,000 to 1,200-metre stretch of the Río de la Plata coast in this country is contaminated with mercury, cyanide, chromium, detergents, etc., from waste that is not treated because it would be very expensive. Fourteen million people in this country drink water that comes from the Río de la Plata. At the rate the delta is advancing, it is going to reach Buenos Aires by 2050, with all its pollution. 
Source – IPS 

BOLIVIA: Grassroots Campaign Calls for Bold Steps in Drawing Awareness to Global Warming
[image: image1.jpg]


OCT.  23 2009 – Activists in Bolivia plan to climb the 18,000 year old glacier that has melted away earlier this year due to global warming. Demonstrations will be held at the Zócalo, Mexico City's main square, and the Plaza de Mayo in front of the government building in Buenos Aires. And boats carrying banners will set out from the southern Argentine city of Ushuaia, to cross the Beagle Channel. These are just a few of the 5,000 events that were planned on Saturday over 170 countries the region to draw awareness to global warming. Organizers pronounced Saturday the International Day of Climate Action. The organizers are aiming for a 350 parts per million (ppm) concentration of CO2 which scientists say is a healthy number to have. Currently, the count is around 390 ppm and is increasing at a rate of two ppm each year. 

Source – IPS

Technology

LATIN AMERICA: Tech Sector Urged to Lead Green Economy
OCT. 16 2009 – U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has appealed to the information and communications technology (ICT) community to help seal the deal at the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen in December. "CEOs can help government officials to understand the power of information and communications technology to address the climate threat and usher in a new green economy," Ban Ki-moon said at a recent Telecom World 2009 conference in Geneva. "For too long, the need for CO2 reductions have been seen as a trade-off between economic development and care for the planet," said Hans Vestberg, incoming CEO of Ericsson, a supplier of mobile systems. "This does not have to be the case. Ericsson and our industry peers have the task to bring this message home to our governments and politicians. Environmental sustainability and economic development, and ICT should be at the heart of this," he said. Despite the growing trend toward telecommuting, video-conferencing, e-paper, and e-commerce, one report from the Global e-Sustainability Initiative (GeSI) notes that replacing physical products and services with these virtual equivalents is only part (6%) of the estimated low carbon benefits the ICT sector can deliver. Increasing efforts to reduce carbon emissions, in fact, translates into an entire transformation of global infrastructure and industry.
Source – IPS 
Extractive Industries

PERU: International Tribunal to Prosecute Volcano Mining Pollution in Cerro de Pasco, Peru
[image: image2.jpg]


OCT. 11 2009 – Cerro de Pasco is one of the ten most polluted cities in the world. It now finds itself participating in a new trial before the International Court of Justice Climate. The town is persecuting Volcan Compania Minera SA and the Peruvian State for serious environmental damage and health of residents. According to the Alcides Carrion Hospital, the people were affected be lead, magnesium cadmium, and chromium which attribute to a high rate of acute respiratory disease (IRAS) in people 29 days to 5 years old. This amount of people account for 75% of all IRAS between the years 1995-1999. Winds also affects people by carrying particles to nearby districts such as Simon Bolivar and Chaupimarca. Excess lead as well as arsenic, cesium, and thallium were found in people’s blood. The local inventory of pollutant gases, produced in April 2005 by the Directorate General of Health (DIGESA) concluded that "there is an obvious and significant source of supply of particulate pollutants in the basin, associated with mining activities, mainly in its operations mineral processing [them]”. In addition, they determined that "the operations of explosive detonation and combustion in the Concentrator Plant Mining Unit (Volcano) are also responsible for the increased emissions of sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides and carbon monoxide”. A study by the National Center for Environmental Health in 2007 found that 42% of boys and 44% of women had anemia, caused by the dismal state of air in the locality. This has alarmed the locals because they can not prevent disease.  In addition, the study found that 91% of boys and 82% of women have at least one heavy metal in their bodies than the reference value. "Of the houses, 79% had lead levels in soil of the yard over 400ppm (parts per million), the limit recommended by EPA" registered environmental health institution.
Source – indigenouspeoplesissues.com  
Energy

LATIN AMERICA: A Slow Transition towards Renewable Energy 
OCT.10 2009 – Brazil leads the race in implementing clean renewable energy, while countries like Mexico, Peru, Chile, and Argentina are making slow progress in renewable energy. "The transition process towards renewable energies is slow, because it faces many barriers," Argentine expert Daniel Bouille told IPS. According to the "Renewables 2007 Global Status Report", renewable energy sources accounted for 18 percent of the world's total energy consumption in 2006, including traditional biomass, large hydropower, and "new" renewables: small hydro, modern bio-mass, wind, solar, geothermal, and biofuels. But new renewables represented just 2.4 percent, while 13 percent came from traditional biomass – wood-burning, primarily for cooking and heating. Because of the global financial crisis, there has been a lack of funds to support projects. Some 25 projects in Mexico have now come to a halt due to lack of funding. In Mexico, Congress passed a new law in October 2008 that regulates production and use of renewable energies. Currently, 8% of the country's energy comes from sources other than oil, like wind, geothermal energy and hydropower. But the goal is to reach 26 % by 2012. In Argentina, where hydropower represents 41 % of the total, a 1998 law to foment the use of solar and wind energy sets a goal for these sources to account for 8% of energy supplies by 2016. Chile's law on renewable energy stipulates that electric generators with a capacity of over 200 megawatts must produce 10 % of their energy from renewable sources by 2024. A similar law in effect in Peru since 2008 establishes that 5% of the country's electricity must come from renewable sources within the next five years. "There are no simple recipes," Ecuadorean Energy Ministry adviser Luís Sotelo told IPS. "Each country has to move ahead with this in accordance with their own capacities."
Source – IPS 

PERU: Norwegian Power Company to Build Hydroelectric Central in Churin, Peru
OCT. 13 2009 – A Norwegian power company SN is investing US$300 million to build a hydroelectric power plant that will begin operating in 2014. It will generate 109MW in Río Huaura, in the town of Churín, 210lm Norwest of Lima. Peru’s government was hoping for a combined generated power of [image: image3.jpg]


 500MW between nine different companies, but only one is planning on building and investing. SN Power already owns and operates 271MW of hydro power generation in Peru through its 100% owned subsidiaries SN Power Perú S.R.L, Cahua S.A. and Electroandes S.A. The new agreement would make SN Power the fifth largest power producer in the country.
Source – livinginperu.com

CHILE: President Michelle Bachelet Inaugurated Chile’s Largest Wind Park

OCT. 20 2009 –President Michelle Bachelet inaugurated Chile’s largest wind park in Chile. The US$ 100 million project will supply 38MW of power and provide electricity for 57,000 homes. It was built by the French company GDF in northern Chile. It’s projected to save 54,000 tons of CO2 per year. The company plans to invest US$1.5 billion in sustainable energy projects between the years 2008-2012. 15% of Chile will then be powered by wind within the next five years. However there are no laws promoting renewable energy in Chile and if the fossil-fuel industry moves in they could see their CO2 quadruple in the next twenty years.

Source – The Santiago Times

LATIN AMERICA: Latin America Exploits Advantages to Make Biofuel
OCT. 2009 – In a time where biofuels seem to becoming very popular, Latin America is on its way to becoming its top producer and taking full advantage of their competitive edge. With a warm and tropical climate, "Latin America is the logical place to produce biofuels," said Brian Dean of the Interamerican Ethanol Commission in Coral Gables, Florida. "There is greater efficiency and a more sustainable environment, particularly for ethanol, since sugar cane is a more efficient feedstock and can be grown easily." According the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, Latin America’s production may soon rival that of Asia’s where China, Indonesia and India are already in the top ten producers of biofuels in the world. Peru this year opened a biofuels plant that processes soy but by 2010 will be fed with jatropha, a drought-resistant plant that can be easily grown in Peru's deserts.
 In 2007, they invested more than US$8 billion in biodiesels and ethanol and as demand continues to grow so does their production. Leaders in the region, such as Hugo Chavez, are not trilled about the change in production. They claim that the production of biofuels will increase food prices and add to global hunger. Many critics also agree with this statement. Fidel Castro, the former Cuban president, described a broad U.S. corn ethanol plan as "genocide" and was quickly seconded by Chávez and Bolivia's president, Evo Morales, who criticized the effort as using agriculture to feed cars instead of people. 

Source – New York Times
Pollution 

LATIN AMERICA: The Costs of Air Pollution
OCT. 2009 – Air pollution creates high costs for society. Each year, air pollution causes an estimated 500,000 to 1 million premature deaths worldwide, with costs equivalent to about 2 percent of GDP. Recent Bank studies in Colombia, Peru, Guatemala, and El Salvador estimated that the cost of outdoor air pollution is equivalent to approximately 1 percent of national GDP. A relatively recent World Bank study of six cities in developing countries found that the social costs of all environmental impacts amount to a total of US$3.8 billion, of which health impacts account for 68 percent. Recent estimates by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) concluded that more than 100 million people in Latin American cities are exposed to levels of air pollution that exceed the recommended standards. Moreover, according to the WHO Global Burden of Disease Report (2002) the impact of outdoor air pollution in Latin America is 35,000 annual premature deaths and 276,000 years of life lost (adjusted by disability). In Latin America’s growing urban centers, the factors that contribute to relatively high health risks associated with air pollution include inadequate land-use and transport planning, poor fuel quality, energy-intensive productive activities, and weak air quality management capacity. Exposure to air pollutants is higher around congested areas where informal and formal economic activities take place during the day. The most affected are the most vulnerable: the elderly, the poor, the children, the sick.
Source – World Bank
