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REO Hub Activities

Conserving Wilderness in the Lead-up to Copenhagen
NOV. 6 – 11, 2009 – REO attended four days of the Wild-9 congress on wilderness conservation, held in Merida, Mexico.  The congress offered a meeting place for NGOs, government representatives, scientists, academics, media, students, as well as photographers and filmmakers, to discuss critical environmental challenges of our time, from mitigation and adaptation strategies in response to global warming, to discussion of payments for environmental services, to developing the concept of marine protected areas. Key achievements of the congress included a US/Canada/Mexico Memorandum of Understanding on wilderness conservation—billed as the first cross border M.O.U of its kind—a powerful address by Jane Goodall on the importance of recognizing the rights of other sentient beings with whom we share the planet, and various workshops on advancing ideas on conservation.

REO noted the strong high-level presence of USG agencies, including the heads of the National Park Service and the US Fish & Wildlife Service, as well as a senior advisor to Secretary of Agriculture, Tom Vilsek, and reps from AG’s US Forestry Service, NOAA, and the Bureau of Land Management. REO plans to follow up with all these participants to promote cooperation projects with governments in South America. 
Link: Tripartitie MOU.doc 

Renewing Our Energies, a Speech at a Renewable Energies Conference

NOV. 12, 2009 – REO delivered a lecture titled “Renewing Our Energies” before 200 participants in a conference devoted to renewable energies in Lima, Peru.   REO wove together remarks by President Obama to the National Academy of Sciences with a reflection on the great American theme of immigration, commenting in part about his personal journey that brought him to Hawaii:  “I had travelled half the world to come home, to an island, to palm trees and mangos, to brown skin…This is part of the American story, pulling up roots, moving, building a new home, a set of friends, a way of life. Now take that wandering human and ask him to think of the planet turning around the Sun, Earthrise, in constant movement.  Ask him to contemplate the tides, the messages they send every day, the warnings, the gentle and gale force winds. Then ask him to inquire why hurricanes are reaching horrendous speeds, why Katrina pummeled New Orleans and left death and detritus in its path, why the Tsunami, the one that gathered in the Indian Ocean on Boxing Day, 2004, murdered more than 225,000 people.”

At the Renewable Energies(RE) Conference  in a  keynote address  Finland’s Environment Minister, Paula Lehtomaki, said that one of her main objectives in Peru was to discuss environmental issues and establish relationships by which environmental technology transfer through Finland’s private sector can be attained.  She mentioned the global importance of Renewable Energies noting that in 2008 RE garnered more investment than Fossil Fuels. Minister Lehtomaki mentioned that RE resources are still highly untapped and was confident that such an investment is going to pave the way to low carbon green technologies allowing RE to become less costly and more accessible. 

She mentioned that 28% of energy in Finland comes from RE and the goal is to increase this to 38% by 2020. Peru’s energy matrix by comparison is currently divided up into Fossil Fuels (Petroleum) with 56%, Natural Gas with 17% and the remaining 27% with RE (out of which most comes from Hydro Power dams) – The country is set to modify this matrix to have 33% for each one of these sources. Minister Lehtomaki was hopeful that an agreement would be reached in Copenhagen. 
La Gran Revolución de la Energía Limpia (Article in El Comercio relating to the Renewable Energies Conference and speech given by Minister Paula Lehtomaki of Finland) (http://elcomercio.pe/impresa/notas/gran-revolucion-energia-limpia/20091114/368737) 

U.S. Climate Change Bills

HR 2996 Rep. Norman Dicks [D-WA6] – Department of the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010
Oct. 30, 2009 – Became Public Law No: 111-88. Read about this law here: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-2996 

S. 1733 Sen. John Kerry [D-MA] – Clean Energy Jobs and American Power Act.


Sept. 30, 2009 – Introduced (referred to Senate Environment and Public Works Committee)

Nov. 5 – Senate panel voted 11-1 to approve climate change legislation. 7 Republican members of the committee boycotted the vote to protest a lack of a complete analysis of the bill's potential economic impact. Ordered to be reported with an amendment in the nature of a substitute favorably. 

Track this bill here: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s111-1733 

HR 2454 Rep. Henry Waxman [D-CA30] – American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009.

May 15, 2009 – Introduced (referred to 13 different committees: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-2454&tab=committees )

May 21, 2009 – Reported by committee (2 proposed amendments: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-2454&tab=amendments) 

June 26, 2009 – Passed House

Bill now goes to Senate vote. Track this bill here: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-2454 

Copenhagen 

Global Climate Deal Unlikely at Copenhagen

NOV. 9, 2009 – The last formal negotiations, in Barcelona, before the global summit on climate change in Copenhagen, concluded in disarray on Friday 6th November, though it now appears that many heads of state are likely to attend the Copenhagen conference, including Gordon Brown, in an effort to give more negotiating weight to the event. However, developing countries are threatening to walk out of the December conference unless rich countries commit themselves to far greater cuts in greenhouse gas emissions. While the countries remain officially optimistic that a strong global warming treaty can be struck, they are privately braced for a weak outcome which heads of state will sign, but the public and scientists will condemn as much too little to prevent catastrophic global warming. In addition, the US and Europe have put themselves on a collision course with the world's poorest countries by repeating demands that the existing Kyoto treaty be scrapped in favor of a single new international treaty.
Source – People and Planet (http://www.peopleandplanet.net/doc.php?id=3656) 
Obama May Go to Copenhagen to Clinch Deal

NOV. 9, 2009 – U.S. President Barack Obama said on Monday he would travel to Copenhagen next month if a climate summit is on the verge of a framework deal and his presence there will make a difference in clinching it. It was Obama's strongest statement yet he may go to Denmark in mid-December to help secure a new global compact in the fight against climate change, a process clouded by disputes between rich countries and big developing nations. "If I am confident that all of the countries involved are bargaining in good faith and we are on the brink of a meaningful agreement and my presence in Copenhagen will make a difference in tipping us over edge, then certainly that's something that I will do," Obama told Reuters in an interview.
Obama, who has faced resistance from opposition Republicans and even some fellow Democrats to setting caps on greenhouse gas emissions, acknowledged that the U.S. Senate would not pass climate change legislation before Copenhagen. Delays in the U.S. Congress have rankled European allies and added to questions about how significant the deal that emerges from Copenhagen will ultimately be. "I think the question is can we create a set of principles, building blocks, that allow for ongoing and continuing progress on the issue and that's something I'm confident we can achieve," he said.
Source – Reuters (http://www.reuters.com/article/latestCrisis/idUSN09280184) 

Agriculture

BRAZIL: Green Beans to Go, Roast Coffee Grounded
NOV. 11, 2009 – For over a century and a half, Brazil has led the world in green coffee bean production and exports, without ever achieving similar success with processed beans. Some of the internal and external hurdles reflect the dilemma of reliance on agricultural commodities for export revenue. The Brazilian roasting industry has once again asked the government to lift restrictions on imports of coffee, something it has long demanded, because it wants to blend local beans with coffee beans from abroad in order to increase foreign sales of roasted coffee. But everything indicates that the request will again be denied, because of opposing pressure from coffee growers, who outweigh coffee industrialists in both number and political clout. Large consumer markets "have changed a great deal in the last 10 years, and now require blends with coffee from different places of origin," like Ethiopia, Kenya or Central America, Nathan Herszkowicz, head of the Brazilian Coffee Industry Association (ABIC), told IPS. 

The shift in demand is due to preferences for particular flavors and aromas, the reputation for quality enjoyed by coffee beans from specific countries, and environmental and social concerns among consumers, he said. Markets have been identified that would allow Brazil to increase exports of its roasted coffee five-fold over the next two years, if it is blended with beans from other countries, he said, predicting that export revenues would climb from 35.6 million dollars in 2008 to between 150 million and 180 million dollars a year. But that would still be a drop in the ocean compared to exports of green coffee beans, which brought in over 4.1 billion dollars last year. The imports required are equivalent to only one-third of the desired export volume of processed beans, that is, some 200,000 60-kg bags, compared to total production of 51 million bags in the 2008/2009 period, Herszkowicz said.

Source:  IPS News (http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=49220) 

Oceans

CHILE: Shark Hunting Worries Chilean Scientists
NOV. 10, 2009 – Marine scientists expressed their concern this week that as many as 10 species of sharks are being hunted illegally around in Chilean waters – especially in northern Chile. Shark hunting is attributed mostly by the practice of Finning: hunters slice off the shark's valuable fins (a delicacy for many Asian consumers) and discard the carcass. This practice puts many shark populations under mounting pressure and in some cases even threatens extinction. Marine scientist Julio Lamilla at the Austral University explains the situation in Chile.  “Most people believe that sharks are predominately from tropic waters, but Chilean waters harbor 10 percent of the world’s species. Shark hunting is increasing here in Chile because it's very profitable.  As a result, there is a kind of racket that has been created here. The hunting is very difficult to stop and it can cause corruption in our institutions. Still, it is imperative that we try and protect these hunted species." Authorities say Chile has exported 63 tons of shark fins since 2006, compared to 618 tones between 1997 and 2003. 

Source – Santiago Times (http://www.santiagotimes.cl/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=44&Itemid=40) 

WORLD: Jellyfish Swarm Northward in Warming World
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A blood-orange blob the size of a small refrigerator emerged from the dark waters, its venomous tentacles trapped in a fishing net. Within minutes, hundreds more were being hauled up, a pulsating mass crowding out the catch of mackerel and sea bass. The fishermen leaned into the nets, grunting and grumbling as they tossed the translucent jellyfish back into the bay, giants weighing up to 200 kilograms (450 pounds), marine invaders that are putting the men's livelihoods at risk. The venom of the Nomura, the world's largest jellyfish, a creature up to 2 meters (6 feet) in diameter, can ruin a whole day's catch by tainting or killing fish stung when ensnared with them in the maze of nets here in northwest Japan's Wakasa Bay. "Some fishermen have just stopped fishing," said Taiichiro Hamano, 67. "When you pull in the nets and see jellyfish, you get depressed." This year's jellyfish swarm is one of the worst he has seen, Hamano said. Once considered a rarity occurring every 40 years, they are now an almost annual occurrence along several thousand kilometers (miles) of Japanese coast, and far beyond Japan.
Scientists believe climate change — the warming of oceans — has allowed some of the almost 2,000 jellyfish species to expand their ranges, appear earlier in the year and increase overall numbers, much as warming has helped ticks, bark beetles and other pests to spread to new latitudes. The gelatinous seaborne creatures are blamed for decimating fishing industries in the Bering and Black seas, forcing the shutdown of seaside power and desalination plants in Japan, the Middle East and Africa, and terrorizing beachgoers worldwide, the U.S. National Science Foundation says.
Source – Associated Press, Yahoo! News (http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/climate_09_jellyfish_menace) 
Forests
GUYANA: Guyana to Get US$250 Million from Norway
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NOV. 10, 2009 – Norway agreed yesterday to pay Guyana up to US$250 million by 2015 to preserve forests as part of a scheme to slow climate change. President Jagdeo and the Norwegian Minister, Erik [image: image3.jpg]


Solheim, with some of the cultural performers from the ceremony that accompanied the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between Guyana and Norway at Fairview Village, Region Nine. Norway, which has led donor nations in slowing tropical deforestation with a budget of 3 billion Norwegian crowns ($530 million) a year, said it wanted to help Guyana maintain forests that cover 75 percent of its land.

“Saving the world’s remaining tropical forests is a crucial element in the battle against climate change,” Norwegian Environment Minister Erik Solheim said of a memorandum he signed in Guyana with President Bharrat Jagdeo. “Provided that the expected results are achieved and that other elements of the partnership fall into place, our support for the years up to 2015 could add up to as much as $250 million,” he said in a statement.
Source – Kaieteur News (http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2009/11/10/guyana-to-get-us250-million-from-norway/) 
PERU: Ecosystem in Peru Is Losing an Ally
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NOV. 7, 2009 – ICA, Peru — A small grove of huarango, the storied Peruvian tree that can live over a millennium, rests like a mirage amid the sand dunes on this city’s edge. The tree has provided the inhabitants of this desert with food and timber since before the Nazca civilization etched geoglyphs into the empty plain south of here about 2,000 years ago. The huarango, a giant relative of the mesquite tree of the American Southwest, survived the rise and fall of Pre-Hispanic civilizations, and plunder by Spanish conquistadors, whose chroniclers were astounded by the abundance of huarango forests and the strange Andean camelids, like guanacos and llamas, that flourished there. 
Today, though, Peruvians pose what might be a final challenge to the fragile ecosystem supported by the huarango near the southwestern coast of Peru. Villagers are cutting down the remnants of these once vast forests. They covet the tree as a source of charcoal and firewood. The depletion of the huarango is raising alarm among ecologists and fostering a nascent effort to save it. “We don’t realize that we are cutting off one of our own limbs when we destroy a huarango,” said Consuelo Borda, 34, who helps direct a small reforestation project here, explaining how the tree’s pods can be ground into flour, sweetened into molasses or fermented into beer. 

Source – New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/08/world/americas/08peru.html?ref=americas) 
Health

VENEZUELA: Hugo Chávez Calls for Dieting in Streets of Caracas
NOV. 15, 2009 – American imperialism remains an issue but Hugo Chávez has identified a new threat to Venezuela's socialist revolution: obesity.
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The president has sounded the alarm about his compatriots' expanding waistlines and called on them to wage battle against the bulge, saying the revolution needed them fit and strong. "There are lots of fat people," he said in a televised speech, and they needed to diet and exercise. "Doing sit-ups. Eating well. One has to learn how to eat." Chávez's intervention was prompted by a study which suggested that in the past two decades the average adult Venezuelan's "excess" weight had ballooned from 6.3kg (1 stone) to 14.5kg. The same study said nutrition had improved, and the president said the revolution had ensured even the poor had three meals a day. "Now we are eating better but we need to be careful," he said. "Watch out for the fat people!"

The 55-year-old said he has lost nearly 20kg with exercise and a better diet, though he remains noticeably chunkier than when he took office a decade ago. Chávez recommended soy milk and rice pasta instead of spaghetti made from wheat, saying they fought ageing, and made him feel "ready to continue commanding the Bolívarian revolution". In televised speeches the president often blends tirades against the "yankee empire" with advice to his countrymen to read books, shun consumerism, save water with three-minute showers and save electricity by using a torch for nocturnal trips to the bathroom. Battling obesity, however, may be a doomed fight. Venezuelans are fanatical about fattening dishes such as chicharrón (fried pork rinds) and like to fill arepas, a type of corn patty, with roast pork, beef and blocks of cheese. Meals are not complete without fizzy drinks, beer or rum and Coke.
Despite the government's exhortations, Venezuela remains an Americanized society which treats baseball games as a cue for hotdogs and fries. Fast-food restaurant chains do not encourage moderation. "No more diets!" proclaims a billboard advertising campaign in Caracas, tempting motorists with images of burgers, milkshakes and chocolate brownies. Latin America used to suffer widespread malnutrition but rising incomes and changing lifestyles – especially a trend towards junk food – have produced an epidemic of western-style obesity.

Source – The Guardian (http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/nov/15/venezuela-obesity-diet-hugo-chavez) 
Climate Change
BRAZIL: Gran Tierra Will Participate in Upcoming Brazilian Round
NOV. 9, 2009 – Colombia-focused Gran Tierra Energy (Amex, TSX: GTE) will participate in an upcoming round in Brazil, company CEO Dana Coffield said in a conference call with investors and analysts. "We continue to believe that the potential in Brazil is extremely good for a company our size," he said. "Particularly in the shallow offshore, where, from the data we've seen, there have been multiple discoveries in the 100 Mb ranges which would of course be very material for us." 
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Brazilian hydrocarbons regulator ANP is expecting to launch the highly anticipated round 11 for new oil blocks in April or May of next year, ANP director Nelson Narciso said in October. New areas in Brazil's prolific pre-salt areas will not be included in the round, as the country is currently changing the concession framework for blocks in the area. "We like the competitive profile in Brazil because everybody is focused on deeper water and pre-salt type of plays, and that's where all the money and focus is going, so we think we can pick up some highly prospective acreage in the next bid round," Coffield said. "In addition to that, we are looking at farm-ins and acquisitions and other ways to establish a base in Brazil," he added. 
Gran Tierra, which has assets in Colombia, Peru and Argentina, opened its first office in Brazil in September. "We have a good understanding of where we'd like to be, but we have to wait and see what is made available. And then we will evaluate the packages that are made available as part of the bid round. We are in a position to react very quickly once we do see what's on offer," Coffield said.
Source – Business News Americas http://www.bnamericas.com/) 

WASHINGTON: A Bid to Cut Emissions Looks Away From Coal
NOV. 1, 2009 – As Congress debates legislation to slow global warming by limiting emissions, engineers are tinkering with ways to capture and store carbon dioxide, the leading heat-trapping gas. But coal-fired power plants, commonly identified as the nation’s biggest emissions villain, may not be the best [image: image8.jpg]


focus. Rather, engineers and policymakers say, it may be easier and less costly to capture the carbon dioxide at oil refineries, chemical plants, cement factories and ethanol plants, which emit a far purer stream of it than a coal smokestack does. Carbon dioxide typically makes up only 10 percent to 12 percent of a coal plant’s emissions, they note, and the gas is so mixed with pollutants that it is difficult to separate. Cheaper strategies for sequestering carbon dioxide could prove especially important if Congress passes a law setting up a so-called cap-and-trade system. That would set a national ceiling for overall emissions and allot pollution allowances to utilities, manufacturers and other emitters, which could then trade them among themselves. Companies that exceed their carbon dioxide emission allowances could buy credits from those that pollute less. Under such a system, a coal plant that had exceeded its allotment might pay a chemical plant that could separate a ton of carbon dioxide more cheaply. “If we have a cap-and-trade scheme, it will happen wherever it is the most cost-effective,” said Jeffrey R. Holmstead, a lawyer and former assistant administrator for air and radiation at the Environmental Protection Agency. 
Lending momentum to this thinking, a Texas company, Denbury Resources, is building a 320-mile pipeline for carbon dioxide that will run from Louisiana to Houston. Initially the pipeline will take natural underground deposits of carbon dioxide in Mississippi to the aging oil fields of east Texas, where it can be used to force more oil to the surface. But as the pipeline threads its way through more and more refineries and plants — the chemical heartland of the United States — manmade carbon dioxide captured at those sites could also be added and stored. Sequestering a ton of carbon dioxide from a chemical plant would have the same effect on the Earth’s atmosphere as storing a ton from a coal plant, scientists and industry executives emphasize. “Sequestration is not a coal technology — it is a greenhouse gas abatement strategy,” said S. Julio Friedmann, leader of the carbon management program at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. 

Source – New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/01/science/earth/01carbon.html?_r=1) 

Extractive Industries
CHILE: Codelco to Start Bioleaching Operation at Radomiro Tomic in 2010

NOV. 14, 2009 – Chile's state copper producer Codelco plans to start a bioleaching operation, its largest to date, at the Radomiro Tomic mine in the country's northern region II in 2010, a source associated with the project told BNamericas. Since 2002 Codelco has been involved in bioleaching, the use of bacteria to refine minerals, to produce copper through its BioSigma joint venture in Chile with Japanese company Nippon Mining & Metals. Codelco also carried out investigations in bioleaching prior to the formation of BioSigma. The company has a bioleaching pilot program at its Andean mine in central Chile that has been successful in producing copper at high altitudes using low-grade waste ore, making its production cost considerably low. The operation to start at Radomiro Tomic is a more ambitious one that stands to become one of the largest bioleaching facilities in the world. The initiative will also produce from low-grade waste ore, according to the source. Codelco said it would announce publicly the start of the plant in the coming days along with its expected production and processing rates, and its cost. Radomiro Tomic is part of the Codelco Norte branch, the company's largest, which produced 613,000t of copper out of the company's total production of 1.21Mt in the first three quarters of this year. Codelco is the world's largest producer of the red metal.
Source – Business News Americas (http://www.bnamericas.com/news/mining/Codelco_to_start_bioleaching_operation_in_Radomiro_Tomic_in_2010) 

Energy
BRAZIL: Officials Search for Answers in Extensive Brazil Blackout
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NOV. 11, 2009 – RIO DE JANEIRO — A huge power failure involving the world’s largest operating hydroelectric plant this week was the worst in its 25 years of use, Brazilian officials said Wednesday, causing widespread blackouts that exposed the vulnerability of Brazil’s electricity infrastructure. Officials in Brazil and Paraguay were still searching for answers late Wednesday to explain the failure at the Itaipú plant, which straddles the border between the countries along the Paraná River and is a critical source of power for both nations. For more than two hours late Tuesday, the failure of three transmission lines that deliver power from the plant created a domino effect, cutting off electricity to 18 of 26 states in Brazil, including the country’s two largest cities, São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro. Tens of millions of people were affected. Airports in several cities were briefly shut down and passengers had to be pulled from subway cars in São Paulo when the system lost power. 
Electricity system operators said that there was no evidence of sabotage and that the most likely cause was an unexplained atmospheric disturbance, like heavy rains or winds in the area. “The system is not fragile, it is one of the strongest and most secure in the world,” said Edison Lobão, Brazil’s energy minister. Still, energy experts in both countries said the widespread blackout showed the potential weaknesses in Brazil’s transmission system and the need for better management of the interconnected electrical grids. 
The failure occurred at 10:13 p.m. local time. It affected the southeast of Brazil most severely, leaving São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro and Espirito Santo completely without electricity. But blackouts also swept through parts of other states like Rio Grande do Sul, Santa Catarina, Mato Grosso do Sul, Mato Grosso, Bahia and Pernambuco, energy officials said. By 12:30 a.m. power had been restored to most areas. Itaipú’s problems also affected parts of Argentina that share interconnections through Brazil and Paraguay. The plant supplies about 20 percent of Brazil’s power and 90 percent of the energy consumed by Paraguay.

Source – New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/12/world/americas/12brazil.html?_r=1&ref=americas) 

Pollution

BRAZIL: Towards Carbon-Free Chimneys

NOV. 9, 2009 – Brazilian scientists are developing a technique for absorbing industry-produced carbon dioxide before it reaches the atmosphere. The secret lies in half-centimeter ceramic spheres. The low-cost approach is the brainchild of a chemistry department team at the Federal University of Minas Gerais (UFMG) in southeastern Brazil. The inventors told Tierramérica that they believe this method is far better than the existing techniques for sequestering carbon in gas form, like CO2, the leading greenhouse gas. The ceramic balls neutralize the gas before it dissipates into the air while also transforming it into an input for other industrial uses. Made to be placed in factory smokestacks, the small spheres are made from a porous, white ceramic that is specially designed to absorb the CO2 produced in industrial processes, preventing it from being emitted into the atmosphere, UFMG chemistry professor Geraldo Magela Lima, one of the inventors, told Tierramérica. The technology could be applied in steel mills, cement factories or power plants, and even in smaller industries, like bakeries, that operate with fossil fuels. The gas absorption occurs through a chemical process. When the CO2 interacts with the material of the spheres, a high-temperature reaction takes place, said fellow researcher Jadson Belchior. "The absorption isn't instantaneous. It occurs as a function of time and temperature. They are the two major variables we can control: a more rapid emission with higher temperatures, or a slower emission with lower temperatures," he added. Belchior underscored that unlike other techniques for capturing greenhouse-effect gases, the ceramic balls absorb CO2 before it is released into the atmosphere. "In our case, we are preventing the emission. In the case of the technology developed for capturing the gas that is already in the atmosphere, it is a correction, because the gas was already released" and the pollution has already occurred, he added.
Source – Tierramérica (http://www.tierramerica.info/nota.php?lang=eng&idnews=3230) 

Weather

EL SALVADOR: A Weaker Storm Devastated El Salvador
NOV. 9, 2009 – A devastating storm that struck El Salvador over the weekend was not the hurricane that roared through the region at the same time and, in fact, it did not even merit a name — which meant little after at least 140 people were killed when rivers burst their banks and hillsides collapsed under a siege of relentless rain. As Hurricane Ida churned along the Atlantic coast of Central America late last week, first as a tropical storm, Nicaragua and Honduras took glancing blows and El Salvador was untouched, hurricane experts said. But another weather pattern that forecasters described as a relatively small low-pressure cell then struck El Salvador, which was in the midst of its rainy season, from the west. It hovered over the mountainous countryside from Saturday evening until late Sunday, bringing with it enormous quantities of rain and destruction far worse than the disaster-prone country had seen in more than a decade.
Source – New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/10/world/americas/10salvador.html?_r=1&ref=americas) 
President Jagdeo and the Norwegian Minister, Erik Solheim, with some of the cultural performers from the ceremony that accompanied the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between Guyana and Norway at Fairview Village, Region Nine.








A grove of huarango trees sits amid the sand dunes at the edge of Ica, Peru. The trees help balance the arid valley, capturing moisture coming from the west.








Passengers waited at a bus station in the darkness of a massive blackout in Sao Paulo





Jadson Belchior, left, and Geraldo Magela Lima and their tiny, carbon-absorbing ceramic spheres.





A street was covered with rocks from a landslide in Verapaz, east of San Salvador.








