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NOV. 16, 2009 – The ECON/ESTH Hub team met with Minister of Environment Antonio Brack

NOV. 17, 2009 – “Economy and Environment” organized by COMEX (Foreign Trade Society of Peru) 
NOV. 23, 2009 – EPA presentation:  “Mercury on Artisanal Mining” 

DEC. 1, 2009 – CIMA presentation on progress towards developing REDD projects
DEC. 7 – 12: REO orientation visit to Brazil
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REO Hub Activities

NOV. 16, 2009 – The ECON/ESTH Hub team met with Minister of Environment Antonio Brack. 

The ESTH Team from the Embassy:
- Miguel Yepez, Economic Section

- Esteban Sandoval, ESTH Hub

- Susan Gardner, OES

- Jake Palley, OES

From the Ministry of Environment:

- Antonio Brack, Minister of Environment

- Ana Maria Gonzales del Valle, VM of Environmental Management

- Cesar A. Ipenza, Advisor Environment Ministry
Highlights of the meeting:

- The Environment Ministry strategy to start combating illegal artisanal mining (and which will be proposed at the Multisectorial Commission on Saturday) is based in three major actions:
1. Ban new mining permits.

2. Declare Areas of Mining Exclusion (mining will only be allowed in certain areas). Brack said that he did not care if this was approved through the executive branch or through Congress. He mentioned that as it is now, miners are invading areas reserved for chestnut (castanas) production and ecotourism. 

3. Prohibit the use of dredges in the areas of mining exclusion.

- On alternative methods or materials to replace mercury in the gold extraction process, Brack mentioned that a Company from the Netherlands approached them offering a magnetic system for mercury extraction. Cyanide was also mentioned as replacement. Yet there were downsides on each one of them both financially and environmentally and the best alternative would probably be the best one for the area of intervention.

- Minister Brack was asked to name areas in which International Cooperation can participate to support this issue. He noted that support was required on the following:

1) Funds/Financing that would serve to recover and remedy areas damaged from the use of mercury including reforestation projects in degraded areas. He made a quick calculation that given that there are close to 15,000 hectares in such condition and an average of $2,000 required per hectare, it would be close to $30 million on a three to five year timeframe. 

2) Continuous monitoring of mercury levels and progress of indicators within gold mining areas in Peru including the support on setting a unique database that can be used across the involved sector of the GOP (On the issue Minister Brack mentioned that there could be activities by US Universities that can be performed to gather mercury measurements). 

COMMENT – Overall positive views from the Ministry of Environment on the importance of addressing the problem of artisanal gold mining in Peru and specific actions that the Ministry is taking to address the issue. Even though Brack was reticent on political process at the UNEP level, he was willing to explore practical alternatives to cope with this issue. He noted that he is the one from all the ministries that is fighting on this issue alone and he will tackle the problem head on to resolve it.
IN ADDITION: The Ministry of Energy and Mines, according to their Energy Efficiency Plan, are setting an objective to reduce close to 15% of the current demanded energy (600MW) between 2009 and 2018 through energy efficiency. They also seek to save close to $6 billion and reduce 35 million MT of CO2. Among the actions set to take are substitution of 30 thousand electrical engines and use of efficiency lightning in GOP entities.
NOV. 17, 2009 – The ESTH Hub team attended a Forum named “Economy and Environment” organized by COMEX (Foreign Trade Society of Peru). 

The ESTH Team from the Embassy:

- Esteban Sandoval, ESTH Hub

- Virginia Veatch, ESTH Hub 
Highlights of the event:

· Presentation on Social Conflicts and Environmental Concern (Jose Salazar – Deputy Community Relations Director from Antamina Mining Company)

· Environmental issues are of great importance and Salazar noted that on a recent Apoyo (economic think tank) survey it was found that most conflicts in Peru on Mining operations relate to environmental impacts (over 60% of responses).

· Salazar noted that last year alone, the GOP transferred more than 5 billion Soles to the Regional Governments but the execution of those resources is still poor stating the  more money is available the higher the level of conflict due to misuse and/or mismanagement of these resources.

· Presentation on Trade and Environmental Management (Francisco Tapia – Chilean Agricultural Research Institute)

· Chile is giving priority to products that contribute less to greenhouse gases. They are studying all the gas component release along the whole productive and distribution chain of its main agricultural products and thus are now able to determine the carbon footprint that each one of these has and thus their effect on global warming (expressed in CO2e – CO2 equivalent). Some markets such as the one in United Kingdom are requesting Chilean producers to put product labels with their corresponding CO2 contribution and France is set to follow suit as well. Work in also being done on determining the factors in the production process and the percentage of CO2 contribution in each one of the products so that they can work on reducing the carbon footprint of the most representative ones (being this transportation, packaging, production, etc…) 

· Presentation on the Nino Phenomenon and its Impacts (Abraham Levy – Director of Infoclima – Weather Think tank)

· There have been 6 Nino phenomenons in the last sixty years. Global Warming is tied to the Pacific Decadal Oscillation which in turn is tied to the Nino phenomenon.

· According to the data provided, it seems that the Nino phenomenon has currently reached its peak noting that during October the event was strengthened but in the last days it has been debilitating and does not seem to have an effect on the Peruvian coastline.
U.S. Climate Change Bills

HR 2996 Rep. Norman Dicks [D-WA6] – Department of the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010
Oct. 30, 2009 – Became Public Law No: 111-88. Read about this law here: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-2996 

S. 1733 Sen. John Kerry [D-MA] – Clean Energy Jobs and American Power Act.


Sept. 30, 2009 – Introduced (referred to Senate Environment and Public Works Committee)

Nov. 5 – Senate panel voted 11-1 to approve climate change legislation. 7 Republican members of the committee boycotted the vote to protest a lack of a complete analysis of the bill's potential economic impact. Ordered to be reported with an amendment in the nature of a substitute favorably. 

Track this bill here: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s111-1733 

HR 2454 Rep. Henry Waxman [D-CA30] – American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009.

May 15, 2009 – Introduced (referred to 13 different committees: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-2454&tab=committees )

May 21, 2009 – Reported by committee (2 proposed amendments: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-2454&tab=amendments) 

June 26, 2009 – Passed House

Bill now goes to Senate vote. Track this bill here: http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-2454 

Copenhagen 

Latin America Is Key to Copenhagen Climate Change Deal, Say Brits
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NOV. 18, 2009 – At a roundtable event with London-based journalists from Brazil, Argentina and Mexico, British Foreign Secretary David Miliband  this week said Latin America was "at the heart" of delivering an agreement at the upcoming climate change conference in Copenhagen in December. “You are countries that are growing, countries that embody some of the big issues of low carbon economic development of technology transfer and the big issue that is sometimes forgotten but should never be forgotten - deforestation that contributes 18% of total global emissions”. Miliband said there won’t be a climate change deal coming out of Copenhagen “unless countries like Argentina, Mexico and Brazil are clear that responsibility is being taken by advanced industrialized societies.” These developing countries, he said, needed to see that that advanced countries such as the UK had clear and binding commitments. “But that there also needs to be appropriate weight for all countries to make their contributions. The richest should do the most but everyone should do something – and that’s a good social justice principle.”
Source – The Santiago Times (http://www.santiagotimes.cl/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=17641:latin-america-is-key-to-copenhagen-climate-change-deal-say-brits&catid=44:environmental&Itemid=40) 

South America Takes Most Urgent View of Copenhagen Talks
NOV. 20, 2009 – People in South America view a global climate deal as having more urgency than people in other parts of the world; about 99 percent of South Americans surveyed by World Wide Views on Global Warming. That compares to about 93 percent of those in Europe, 92 percent of those Oceana, 91 percent of those in Africa and 90 percent of those in the U.S. Asia brought up the tail end of the survey, at 84 percent. In another survey, about 35 percent of Americans see global warming as a very serious problem, down from about 44 percent in April of 2008.

Source – Environmental Leader (http://www.environmentalleader.com/2009/11/20/s-america-takes-most-urgent-view-of-copenhagen-talks/) 

Agriculture

ARGENTINA: U.S. Enviro Philanthropist Tompkins Seeks Creation of National Park in Argentina
NOV. 18, 2009 – After acquiring 300,000 hectares of land in Chile’s Patagonia to create new and unique resources for Chile’s national park system, U.S. environmentalist and multi-millionaire Douglas Tompkins is looking to expand his park-creating fervor across the Andes, into Argentina. The environmentalist in recent years has bought thousands of hectares of wetlands in los Esteros Ibera ("shining water" in Guarani), a vast network of lakes and 25,000 sq. km in the heart of Argentina’s Corrientes province. The wetlands area is cushioned between Brazil and Paraguay. His plan, says Tompkins, is to create another national park in northeastern Argentina, much like his Pumalin Park near the southern Chilean town of Chaiten. Tompkins says his only goal is to protect the area – the second largest wetlands in South America – and that if need be, he will wage a "green war" against local agricultural interests to make his park idea a reality.  It will be at least a 20 year effort, said the environmentalist.   But just as occurred in Chile, Tompkins is having difficulty in convincing the locals that his intentions are benign. Araceli Ferreyra, former representative of the pro-government party Head on for Victory (Frente para la Victoria), said Tompkins’ effort to control the wetlands could bring him enormous power in the future. "It's not just a coincidence that he is buying into areas where there is lots of water,” she said. “I'm not saying that he's going to bring little water bottles or that he's going to take it all right now. But it's certain that water shortages are going to happen all over the world and the wars of this coming century will be over who controls the water." Tompkins dismisses the critics:  "Their interests are economical and they have a false idea of what patriotism is about. Look how they treat their own land. It's terrible."
Source – Santiago Times (http://www.santiagotimes.cl/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=17639:us-enviro-philanthropist-tompkins-seeks-creation-of-national-park-in-argentina&catid=44:environmental&Itemid=40) 
LATIN AMERICA: EU 'On Verge of Solving' 16-Year Banana Dispute  
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NOV. 19, 2009 – The EU was "on the verge" of resolving its 16-year old dispute with Latin American countries over the bloc's import tariffs on bananas, Trade Commissioner Catherine Ashton said yesterday. World Trade Organization (WTO) judges have ruled more than half a dozen times that the EU's policy on banana imports breaks global trade laws by favoring producers in African and Caribbean nations over those from Ecuador, Costa Rica and Colombia. The EU policy costs Ecuador e209 million (R2.3 billion) a year, according to the Association of Ecuadorian Banana Exporters. Banana producers from Latin America must pay a duty of e176 a ton on shipments to the 27-nation EU, while no surcharge is imposed on imports of the fruit from former British and French colonies in Africa and the Caribbean. An EU official said the draft agreement called for duties to be reduced over seven years to e114 a ton. "We are on the verge of being able to try and resolve" the dispute, said Ashton. "We're not there yet, but we're nearly there, and this is very good news." The EU buys 3.4 million tons of its 4 million tons of banana imports from Latin America a year. The fruit is the world's fourth most-valuable food crop, after wheat, rice and maize, according to the UN. The WTO first ruled against the EU in September 1997, backing claims that were brought by Ecuador, Guatemala, the US, Honduras and Mexico almost two years earlier. The EU promised to switch to a tariff-only regime for bananas no later than January 1, 2006, in return for the US ending $191m (R1.4bn) of sanctions on European goods in 2001. 

In April last year judges agreed with Ecuador - where 10 percent of the population depends on bananas for their livelihood - that the EU had not honored interim agreements or complied with past WTO rulings. A judgment the following month supporting a US complaint against the EU's policy drew a similar conclusion. Washington is backing the interests of Cincinnati-based Chiquita Brands International and California-based Dole Food, which grow and export bananas from Latin America. The WTO has authorized Ecuador, the world's top banana exporter, to impose sanctions against the EU for its failure to implement the 1997 rulings. Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru and Venezuela have also threatened to seek WTO approval for sanctions against the EU. Last July last year the EU and Latin American nations agreed on a gradual reduction of the import tariffs to e114 in 2016. The EU then refused to implement the accord, saying that it should be tied to a global trade deal that is currently blocked. The clash over bananas is the longest-running trade dispute brought at the WTO.
Source – Columbian Post/World News Network (http://article.wn.com/view/2009/11/19/EU_on_verge_of_solving_16year_banana_dispute/) 

BRAZIL: Lula Calls Obama and Hu Jintao on Global Warming. He Won't Take No for Answer

NOV. 17, 2009 – Talking in Rome during a food security conference, Brazilian president Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva complained that the leaders of the First World give little attention to world hunger and accused those countries of sabotaging the agriculture of poor nations. While there were about 60 countries represented in what was supposed to be a summit, leaders of the United States, Great Britain and France were absent. The conference had the ambitious goal of creating a new global way to fight hunger; a target hard to hit when the main sponsors of the effort do not show up. 

In his speech, at FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization), a branch of the UN, [image: image4.jpg]


Lula lamented that the world leaders "seem to have lost their ability to get indignant at a suffering that's so far from their reality and life experience." He reminded people, however, that these same rich countries "did not hesitate to spend hundreds and hundreds of billions of dollars to save bankrupt banks. With less than half of these expenditures it would have been possible to eradicate hunger in the world. It is as if hunger were invisible." Lula pointed out that the US$ 20 billion that leaders of the G-8 (seven wealthier countries plus Russia) and the G-5 (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa and India) pledged for fighting hunger during the July summit in L'Aquila, is far from enough. 

In another front, that of the environment, the Brazilian president said he still believes that a global pact to curb CO2 is possible despite news that the United States and China have discarded the possibility of reaching an agreement when the world leaders meet in Copenhagen in December. Lula told reporters that he not only will be there but that he believes that a concrete accord can be reached at that time. "I'm going to Copenhagen, in the 16 and 17 of December. I have arranged with president Sarkozy, I have arranged with prime-minister Gordon Brown. I hope that they will manage to advance, at least, to adopt some basic principles so that we are able to reduce greenhouse gases," stated Lula. Lula also revealed that he would be calling this Tuesday, American president Barack Obama and his Chinese counterpart, Hu Jintao to discuss proposals against global warming: "All of them will have to present numbers, even president Obama and President Hu Jintao. And all the others," said Lula, adding: "If they don't present them today, they will present them tomorrow. If they don't present it tomorrow they are going to present them next month. If they don't present them next month, they are going to present them next year. But the concrete fact is that they don't have a way to escape!" 

Source – Brazzil Magazine (http://www.brazzilmag.com/content/view/11436/1/) 

Forests
MEXICO: Save Half the Planet, or Lose It All

NOV. 17, 2009 – At least half the planet must be protected if humanity is to survive the next century, declared conservationists at the conclusion of 9th World Wilderness Congress on Friday, Nov. 13. "That is what the science said, this is what many aboriginal people say," said Harvey Locke, the Wild Foundation's vice president of conservation strategy. "It's time to speak the simple truth: The whole thing unravels without protecting at least half of the planet," said Locke. A leading economic report released in Brussels also on Nov. 13 pegged the cost of the ongoing loss and degradation of nature's "infrastructure" at a staggering 2.5 trillion to 4.5 trillion dollars a year. The enormous challenges humanity faces this century - like a warming planet, freshwater shortages, pollution, declining fisheries, desertification and unsustainable food production - cannot be solved without protecting more than 50 percent of Earth's land and oceans, Locke told IPS. Protection doesn't necessarily mean more national parks, but a ban on resource extraction and all forms of development. "We all know we aren't sustainably managing the Earth," he told participants at the WILD9 congress, a partnership between the WILD Foundation, an international, non-governmental non-profit based in the United States, and Unidos para la Conservación, a conservation organization in Mexico. "It is time for us to state clearly the scale of conservation intervention needed to make the 21st century one of hope instead of despair," he said. This ambitious vision is based on the current science, said eminent conservation scientist Kenton Miller, former chair of the World Conservation Union's (IUCN) World Commission on Protected Areas.
Source – IPS News (http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=49300) 

LATIN AMERICA: Wildfires Spreading as Temperatures Rise

NOV. 19, 2009 – In 2001 the following El Niño brought more droughts and put a frightening one-third of Amazon forests at risk of burning. With a temperature rise of more than 3 degrees Celsius -well within the range projected for this century barring rapid and dramatic action to curb carbon emissions – much of South America is likely to see more frequent wildfires. 

Just as a weakened immune system leaves a person vulnerable to otherwise innocuous germs, the combination of logging, road construction, and intentional burning to clear forests for cattle ranches, farms, and plantations has fragmented the world’s tropical forests, increasing their vulnerability to fire. 

Piling higher temperatures on top of such stresses could completely undermine forests’ resilience. For the massive Amazon rainforest, we risk reaching a tipping point where recurrent droughts dry out the landscape enough so that small fires can turn into devastating conflagrations. 

We all rely on trees to soak up greenhouse gases and store carbon. If large swaths of forest go up in flames, it could set into motion a vicious cycle, where more wildfires in turn release more carbon into the atmosphere. Stabilising climate, and doing so quickly, takes on a new urgency when it means averting an inferno on earth. 

Source – (http://globalgeopolitics.net/wordpress/2009/11/19/environment-wildfires-spreading-as-temperatures-rise/) 

Health
CHILE: New Vaccine Could Lessen Chile’s Addiction to Cigarettes
NOV. 19, 2009 – A new vaccine developed by the North American Nabi Biopharmaceuticals may help bring an end to cigarette addiction. About 1.3 billion people are addicted to tobacco worldwide, including five million Chileans. The vaccine NicVax, which will be released towards the end of 2010, promotes the production of antibodies that attach themselves to nicotine particles within the body. Once this happens, the particles become too large to pass into the brain, which inhibits the release of dopamine- the neurohormone associated with feeling pleasure. So far, trials have been carried out on people who smoke an average of 24 cigarettes each day and show a 50 percent success rate. This is twice the success rate found with prescription medications such as Champix. “Nicotine patches and other medications replace nicotine with other substances,” said Jimmy Stehberg, a neurobiologist at Universidad Andrés Bello. “But this does not reduce the sensation of pleasure one gets from smoking… the (new) vaccine stops the nicotine from entering the brain, which reduces its addictive qualities.”

Chile’s leading tobacco sales company - Chiletabacos, an affiliate of British American Tobacco (BAT) – has a 98 percent market share of cigarette sales in the country. The company reports that sales this year have dropped to 12 billion cigarettes, down from 14 billion in 2008. The company also reports that consumers are now buying cheaper cigarettes such as Pall Malls (US$2 per pack).  While Pall Mall sales have risen by 32 percent in the recent years, sales of more expensive brands such as Belmont and Derby (US$2.60) have fallen by 50 percent since 2006. Still, the economic downturn has not dampened the spirits of Chiletabacos general manager Benjamin Kemball, who hopes to maintain current production levels. “We would like to increase our exports to other markets,” said Kemball. “Now we produce 20 billion cigarettes a year, 14 billion of which are sold locally and the rest is sold in the Southern Cone [Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay].” The company is currently looking into changing its name to British American Tobacco Chile.

In 2005 Chile's Free Market Defense Court (TDLC) sanctioned Chiletabacos for exploiting its market position and signing exclusivity contracts with distributors in order to control competition. And in 2006 the Supreme Court upheld the finding against Chiletabacos. The company was hit again two weeks ago with a new case brought by the National Economic Regulator (FNE). The FNE accused the company of not adhering to the 2006 verdict and asked the TDLC to fine the company US$17 million. On July 14 Philip Morris - the world’s largest tobacco company - sued Chiletabaco demanding US$137.5 million in compensation. Philip Morris represents 4 percent of the Chilean tobacco market and markets locally the tobacco blends Marlboro and L&M.
Source – Santiago Times (http://www.santiagotimes.cl/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=17665:new-vaccine-could-lessen-chiles-addiction-to-cigarettes&catid=45:health-and-science&Itemid=41) 

Oceans

LATIN AMERICA: El Niño Picking Up Steam
NOV. 12, 2009 – El Niño is experiencing a late-fall resurgence. Recent sea-level height data from the NASA/European Ocean Surface Topography Mission/Jason-2 oceanography satellite show that a large-scale, sustained weakening of trade winds in the western and central equatorial Pacific during October has triggered a strong, eastward-moving wave of warm water, known as a Kelvin wave. In the central and eastern equatorial Pacific, this warm wave appears as the large area of higher-than-normal sea surface heights (warmer-than-normal sea surface temperatures) between 170 degrees east and 100 degrees west longitude. A series of similar, weaker events that began in June 2009 initially triggered and has sustained the present El Niño condition. 
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This image was created with data collected by the U.S./European satellite during a 10-day period centered on November 1, 2009. It shows a red and white area in the central and eastern equatorial Pacific that is about 10 to 18 centimeters (4 to 7 inches) above normal. These regions contrast with the western equatorial Pacific, where lower-than-normal sea levels (blue and purple areas) are between 8 to 15 centimeters (3 and 6 inches) below normal. Along the equator, the red and white colors depict areas where sea surface temperatures are more than one to two degrees Celsius above normal (two to four degrees Fahrenheit). 

"In the American west, where we are struggling under serious drought conditions, this late-fall charge by El Niño is a pleasant surprise, upping the odds for much-needed rain and an above-normal winter snowpack," said JPL oceanographer Bill Patzert.

Source – NASA (http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/news/features.cfm?feature=2358) 

Climate Change
PERU: “Hot Cities” goes to Peru
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“Hot Cities” is a TV series investigating the challenge of adapting and surviving in an urban world, threatened by climate change. This week, water security in Peru Water security is going to be one of the most pressing issues as the world faces the challenge of climate change. If average global temperatures rise by only a few degrees most of the world’s glaciers will all but disappear, leading to floods and severe water shortages for millions of people.

Hot Cities goes to Lima in Peru, one of the driest cities in the world which relies heavily on the water from three rivers fed by glacial melt.  As the city swells in size the demands on the water supply will only increase. But already Lima is working on a survival strategy based on re-cycling projects and something called fog-catching, literally catching fog in large thin-meshed nets and using the moisture to irrigate plants.
Source – BBC World News (http://www.bbcworldnews.com/Pages/Programme.aspx?id=323) 

BRAZIL: Brazil to Recover Leadership Role with CO2 Limits
NOV. 17, 2009 – Brazil's decision to adopt voluntary reduction targets for greenhouse gas emissions is an indication that the planet's climate change emergency has joined strategic, economic and ideological issues as a new factor on the global political agenda.
At the World Climate Change Conference to be held Dec. 7-18 in Copenhagen, the Brazilian government will table its commitment to cut its greenhouse gas emissions by between 36.1 percent and 38.9 percent of their business-as-usual levels by 2020, with GDP growth of between five and six percent a year, respectively. Environmentalists expressed doubts about the effectiveness and precision of these figures, which are based on future projections. But the consensus is that it is an important step and a complete change of attitude for Brazil, which until recently was reluctant to adopt any quantitative commitments on emissions. This decision "distances Brazil from the doctrine of the Group of 77 (G77)," a coalition of more than 130 developing countries in international negotiations, according to Eduardo Viola, professor of international relations at the University of Brasilia, who is interested in how the geopolitical map is changed by environmental issues. With this step, Brazil has aligned itself more closely with the European Union and countries like Japan, Australia and South Korea, that have adopted specific emission targets, and moved away from a group of emerging nations, like China and India, which are large emitters of carbon dioxide (CO2), the main greenhouse gas, but resist setting binding limits on their emissions. Brazil is thus strengthening its leadership role in the negotiations, at the cost of shifting away from old allies, Viola said.
Source – IPS News (http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=49301) 

BOLIVIA: Women 'Bearing Brunt' of Climate Change
NOV. 18, 2009 – On the steep, dusty slopes of the Chacaltaya Mountains, thousands of meters above sea level in the Bolivian Andes; the hardy farmers tending root crops or herding llamas have no need of scientists or climatologists to measure the impact of global warming. For as long as anyone can remember, communities such as the village of Botijlaca have relied on melting ice flowing down from the Chacaltaya glacier as a source of drinking water, to irrigate their crops and water their animals. Now the 18,000-year-old glacier -- once home to the world's highest ski resort -- has almost disappeared, reduced to a slither of snow and ice in the space of a few decades. Researchers say Chacaltaya has lost around 80 percent of its volume in just 20 years. "There is less water now," says Leocadia Quispe, a 60-year-old mother, grandmother and potato farmer. Seven of her eight children have left the region, she says, because there is no way for them to make a living. Most of the men of the village have also gone, heading to the conjoined urban sprawl of nearby La Paz and El Alto in search of work, returning just once or twice a month to see their wives and families. Each day Quispe spends hours hauling two five-liter containers of water by hand from a nearby river. "We used to be able to get water for irrigation from the streams that came down from the glacier. But the streams are no longer there, so now we supplement the water from a river further up in the valley," she explains.

Jaime Nadal, the United Nations Population Fund's (UNFPA) representative in Bolivia, said that Quispe's situation was far from unusual. "Young people tend to leave these areas. Old women are typically left in the community having to perform harder and harder tasks to keep up the household. We already see mostly old women in many of these communities."

In a report released on Wednesday, UNFPA warns that it is women in the developing world such as Quispe who are bearing the brunt of the worsening and accelerating impact of climate change. "Women are on the front lines of many societies buffeted by climate change -- and research indicates they tend to be more vulnerable to these impacts," said the report's lead author, Robert Engelman.

According to the report, women in poorer societies are most at risk because they make up a larger share of the agricultural workforce and have fewer income-earning opportunities. They also shoulder the burden of caring for other family members and household management, limiting their mobility and trapping them in a cycle of deprivation, poverty and inequality. "For many people, especially poor women in poor countries, climate change is here and now," said UNFPA Executive Director Thoraya Ahmed Obaid. "Poor women in poor countries are among the hardest hit by climate change even though they contributed the least to it."
Source – CNN International (http://edition.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/americas/11/18/climate.change.women/index.html) 

MEXICO: Listen to the Earth, Say Indigenous Peoples
NOV. 19, 2009 – The idea of wilderness is "an interesting concept; it is a Western concept. Our people have always lived and interacted in the environment," said Illion Merculieff, an environmental activist from the Aleut community in the north-western U.S. state of Alaska. The Aleuts have inhabited the islands and coastal areas of the Bering Sea, in the northern Pacific, for more than 10,000 years, having adapted to the extreme climate.  "Adaptation is absolutely essential," according to Merculieff, "but not adaptation as it is understood in the scientific community. This is adaptation that comes from retrieving information and communicating with the environment, so the environment would tell us what is happening." 

He explained that since he was a child he has communicated with the ocean, which has told him when there will be high tides and where the best places are for fishing. East of Alaska, in Canada's Northwest Territories, lives Gerald Antoine, former Grand Chief of the Dehcho First Nations. "The word 'wilderness' is not in our vocabulary," he said, "but the people are always talking about protecting the wilderness. For us it is natural, the land sustains us, and we need to be respectful, because nature provides us things." Merculieff and Antoine met in the south-eastern Mexican city of Mérida with other chiefs, leaders, advisers and members of the world's indigenous communities, at a session of the Native Lands and Wilderness Council at the 9th World Wilderness Congress, Nov. 5-13. Wilderness lands, which in many cases are indigenous territory, are faced with problems of all kinds. And the ways the challenges are dealt with reflect the unique identity of the peoples who inhabit them.  For example, the community of Santa Clara Pueblo, in the south-western U.S. state of New Mexico, suffered fires that destroyed 10 percent of its forests. For Joseph Gutiérrez, a resident of Kha'po Owinge, or Valley of the Wild Roses (the traditional name of the community), the response of his nation has kept with traditions and customs. Gutiérrez said that when the tribal council realized that the forest fires had also affected fishing, it became clear that it would be "a blow to our culture." The community created a forestry and restoration department managed by the tribe, "and since then we have planted more than 1.7 million trees," he said. In the Amazon region of southern Colombia, Rose Mary Parente was elected governor of the indigenous Tikuna community of Castañal de los Lagos, population 536. "If you work with the people, the people tell you what they want to do. As governor, one collaborates in the management of resources for community work," Parente said in an interview.

Source – IPS News (http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=49334) 
Extractive Industries 

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO: Samsung Picks up US$220mn Refinery Contract

NOV. 18 – South Korea's Samsung Engineering announced it has been awarded a US$220mn contract by Trinidad & Tobago's state oil company Petrotrin to supply an ultra low sulfur diesel plant. The plant will be built at the Pointe-a-Pierre refinery complex and is due to be completed in March 2012, Samsung said in a release. The plant will produce 40,000b/d of the fuel with a sulfur content less than 8ppm complying with Euro-V standards. The contract includes all engineering, procurement, construction and commissioning. In 2006, Samsung entered the Caribbean market with a naphtha hydrotreater and catalytic reformer unit plant contract also awarded by Petrotrin that is due to be ready this year. Samsung said it plans to enlarge its coverage of new orders and business portfolios in Central and South America. 

Source – Business News Americas (http://www.bnamericas.com/news/oilandgas/Samsung_picks_up_US*220mn_refinery_contract) 

LATIN AMERICA: Base Metals Fall, US Economic Data Not Supportive
NOV. 20, 2009 – Base metals came under pressure on Thursday and ended in the red as a stronger dollar put pressure on prices. Prices retreated as the upside momentum faded to make room for consolidation phase. Prices had raced too far too fast and technically the correction in prices was inevitable. Copper, which had hit a 14-month high of $6,992 on the LME on Wednesday and nearly reached the $7,000 mark traded on a subdued note yesterday. LME stocks rose for the 13th day in a row, climbing a net 6,450 tonnes overnight to a fresh six-and-a-half month high of 420,550 tonnes. Cancelled warrants, the metal booked for removal, fell 14 percent to 2,075 tonnes, just 0.5 percent of the total now. Rumbles in the South American labour arena continued to offer support. Workers at Chile’s giant Chuquicamata mine are seeking a 7.5 percent wage increase, although at the Cerro Colorado mine, employees appear likely to accept an early wage deal offered by BHP Billiton and avoid a strike. BHP has evacuated the Spence mine following worker sabotage. Clearly, the threat of strikes remains a major feature of the industry, particularly in South America, and is contributing to the current pricing environment. 

On the macroeconomic front, the Dollar Index strengthened as risk aversion in the financial markets led to demand for the low-yielding currencies. A decline in equities led to buying in the dollar that supported the index higher. Economic data from the US was not very positive to boost risk appetite and that led to further selling pressure in higher-yielding and riskier investment assets. Risk aversion in the financial markets has affected the price rally in base metals. Prices faced downside pressure as the dollar strengthened and made the metals look expensive for holders of other currencies. Though fundamentals in the case of copper remain strong, the major rise in prices in the last few months has been backed by a weaker dollar. The US is expected to keep interest rates low for an extended period and that indicates that the recovery could be slow. Also, lower interest rates would reduce the appeal of the dollar. Overall there is weakness in the dollar index but even slight strength in the dollar could put pressure on the base metals. On the macroeconomic front, there is no economic data from the US today and the dollar will take cues from the movement in the equities. We expect risk appetite to remain subdued and the dollar could trade with a positive bias. Base metal prices could continue to trade with a negative bias as stronger dollar could exert pressure on prices. 
Source –Commodity Online (http://www.commodityonline.com/futures-trading/technical/Base-metals-fall-US-economic-data-not-supportive-12912.html) 


Energy
PERU and BRAZIL: Messing Around with Dams

NOV. 19, 2009 – JOSÉ CHÁVEZ, a farmer, is one of the few people in the Inambari area who welcomes a plan to build a huge hydroelectric dam where the departments of Madre de Dios, Cusco and Puno meet in Peru’s south-eastern jungle. He says that the waters of the Araza and Inambari rivers, which merge a stone’s throw from his back porch, regularly flood his rambling wooden house. It would be permanently flooded if the dam is built. Mr Chávez trusts in the promise he has received of relocation.

Inambari is one of up to six proposed hydroelectricity schemes on Peru’s jungle rivers, costing around $16 billion, contained in an agreement signed in April by the president, Alan García, and his Brazilian counterpart, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva. The Inambari dam would be the first to be built. It would generate 2,000 megawatts of electricity—twice the output of Peru’s largest existing hydroelectric plant, and almost half its current electricity consumption. Most of the power would be exported to Brazil to start with, but the proportions would slowly reverse and after 30 years Peru would own the $4 billion project. 

The dam would create a lake of up to 450 square kms (175 square miles), flooding some 60 villages, as well as roads and forest. Egasur, a Brazilian-owned consortium promoting the scheme, says that people displaced by the dam would be rehoused in better conditions. 

Peru’s environment minister, Antonio Brack, has dropped his earlier opposition to the scheme. He says it offers benefits, including fish farming. The government claims local politicians are whipping up dissent ahead of local elections next year. 

But for whatever reason, opposition is growing. Locals are keener on another big project, the paving of the grandly named Inter-Oceanic Highway linking Pacific ports in southern Peru to the Brazilian city of Rio Branco, from where a highway goes on to São Paulo, 3,600 kms (2,250 miles) from Cusco. The two governments agreed in 2005 to asphalt the road. Work is proceeding rapidly and both presidents would like it to be finished before they leave office in 2011. Inconveniently, the Inambari dam would flood 120 kms of the highway, on which upgrading work has already begun. It seems that in both Peru and Brazil the ministries of transport and of energy don’t talk to each other.
Source –The Economist (http://www.economist.com/world/americas/displaystory.cfm?story_id=14917774) 
CHILE: Works Progressing at Maule Geothermal Project – Magma

NOV. 16, 2009 – Vancouver's Magma Energy (TSX: MXY) is currently constructing a road to carry drilling equipment to its Maule geothermal block 300km south of Santiago, the company's CEO Ross Beaty said in a conference call with investors. Magma in July announced that it had discovered a geothermal resource on the block that could be used to develop a 140MW plant. The company is still waiting on an exploitation license, which it expects by the end of the year. "The government is in the process of restructuring its geothermal concession system," chief geologist Catherine Hickson said in the call. "They're moving the process from the ministry of mines to the new ministry of energy. The president has asked the ministry to clear up the backlog on geothermal permits by the end of the year. So we expected permitting to happen soon." Potential capacity at Maule could exceed 140MW, the CEO said. "We think Maule will get much bigger with further exploration," Beaty said. "The project is still in early stages and is very promising. We still need the concessions. This resource in Chile will be a world class resource. But it is one thing to say it is a resource, another thing to get it to power production. It will take years and a tremendous amount of money," Beaty said. "We are on track, and we hope we can get the road done and the drills up there by the end of the summer." If the road is not completed by the end of the southern hemisphere summer, the geothermal project would be delayed a further year, Hickson told BNamericas earlier in the year. Magma posted a net loss of US$2.66mn for its fiscal first quarter ended September 30, the company said in an earnings release. Capex spending during the quarter reached US$9.3mn.  Magma currently has one geothermal power plant operating in the US state of Nevada and has exploration properties in the US, Chile, Argentina and Peru.
Source – Business News Americas (http://www.bnamericas.com/news/electricpower/Works_progressing_at_Maule_geothermal_project_-_Magma) 

Pollution

MEXICO: Waste Separation Programs Could Reduce Waste in Landfills by 95%

The implementation of waste separation programs in Mexico could reduce the amount of waste ending up in landfills by up to 95%, according to the country's national recycling institute (Inare). The country is not taking enough measures to encourage recycling, with the majority of solid waste ending up in landfills, Inare executive director Elías Vanegas told BNamericas. "On average, each of the 100mn inhabitants in this country generates a kilo of waste per day. You can imagine the impact that has on the environment," Vanegas said. Mexico currently recycles some 15% of its waste, a figure that has remained low due to the lack of a proper legal framework, according to Vanegas. "For a long time we have felt the lack of a national plan for industrial development, which has not allowed recyclers to take advantage of raw materials," Vanegas said. Solid waste management is a particularly serious problem in the Mexico valley metropolitan area, where Mexico City's Bordo Poniente landfill receives some 12,500t/d of waste. The city would do well to follow the example of Jalisco state capital Guadalajara, which successfully implemented a solid waste separation program last year, Vanegas said. Given that around 50% of all the country's solid waste is organic, waste separation campaigns have an immediate impact on reducing the amount of waste going to landfill, according to Vanegas. The Guadalajara program was successfully implemented in 310 of the city's districts, and is now being emulated in the neighboring Tlaquepaque municipality. Inare is participating in the XVII congress of the Mexican recycling industry, which is being held from November 19-20 in Puebla City, in the state of the same name. 
Source – Business News Americas (http://www.bnamericas.com/news/waterandwaste/Waste_separation_programs_could_reduce_waste_in_landfills_by_95*,_says_expert) 

Technology
LATIN AMERICA: Sybase Looking to Expand Latin American Systems Integrators Channel

NOV. 18, 2009 – U.S. enterprise infrastructure and wireless software provider Sybase (NYSE: SY) plans to expand partnerships in Latin America with systems integrators, particularly in the mobility area, Sybase's Latin American VP, Tom Conlan, told BNamericas. "Beyond the reseller channel we have been looking to the systems integrator channel, particularly in countries such as Argentina, Mexico and also in the Caribbean. We are also targeting Latin American companies based in South Florida, as we don't do any business directly there today," Conlan said. The VP said there are some systems integrators in Argentina interested in partnering with Sybase in the mobility solutions, while in Mexico the goal is to grow stronger in this channel, as the company has been successful in its alliances with resellers. Another strategy, expected to launch next year in the region, is related to investments in developer education, with free technical seminars for developers to become familiar with Sybase IQ and SUP (Sybase Unwired Platform). "We are looking for adoption to have applications built over our technology so that we can grow the OEM business, but that is probably going to show results in 2011 and not 2010. We want to bring the real training and enablement in the field," he added. In general, the database business and the IQ solution were the main drivers in 3Q09 in Latin America, according to the executive.

Source – Business News America (http://www.bnamericas.com/news/technology/Sybase_looking_to_expand_Latin_American_systems_integrators_channel) 
LATIN AMERICA: Plants Finally Get DNA Barcodes

NOV. 20, 2009 – Advances made in genetic profiling could be used to fight illegal timber trading, provide authentication of herbal medicines and map entire food chains, according to experts at a conference of the Mexican Academy of Sciences. "It's taken four years, but the new science of DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) barcoding now has the crucial 'marker' for plants," said David Schindel, executive secretary of the Consortium for the Barcode of Life (CBOL). "Biodiversity scientists are using DNA technology to unravel mysteries, much like detectives use it to solve crimes," Schindel told Tierramérica from Mexico City, where CBOL was co-host of the Nov. 10-12 conference of the Mexican Academy of Sciences with the Biology Institute of the Autonomous National University of Mexico (UNAM). "This work in Mexico and elsewhere is enormously important," says Patricia Escalante, chair of the Institute's zoology department. "Barcoding is a tool to identify species faster, more cheaply, and more precisely than traditional methods," Escalante stated in a press release.
DNA is a complex molecule containing all the genetic instructions for any organism to develop. While the DNA of a human is different and more complex than that of a worm, mouse DNA is quite similar to human DNA. Several years ago, Canada's Biodiversity Institute of Ontario identified a portion of a gene called "cytochrome c oxidase I" that has proved to be the location of the unique "barcode" for all animal species. Knowing the location each species' unique barcode now allows scientists to quickly and easily identify them. In a few years the technology is expected to progress to the point that identifying a species will require little more than taking a tissue sample and using a scanner similar to the barcode scanners used in grocery stores, says Schindel. While different areas of DNA have been identified that serve as the barcode regions for birds and for insects, plants had remained elusive, in part because there are an estimated 400,000 species of flora. CBOL scientists can now compile a database of all known plant species with their unique barcodes, which can be utilized as a sort of global reference library. In the near future, inspectors will be able to take a small sample from raw logs or lumber and determine if it is from illegally harvested trees.
Source – IPS News (http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=49351) 
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